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The Road Map and “Quartet” Partners

Those working for peace in the Middle East felt the shock of the terrorist attacks in Jerusalem in August 2003 both because of the abhorrent nature of the attacks and through their effect on the “Road Map” effort to move toward a negotiated solution to the conflict.  As during previous peace processes, a handful of extremists have attempted to destroy the aspirations of the vast majority of Israelis and Palestinians for peace, security, prosperity, and normalcy, through the use of violence and terror.  The criminal act of a few individuals has the power to shake confidence in the ability and commitment of the Palestinian Authority to fight terror.  Likewise, the subsequent, predictable Israeli response – assassinations of Hamas leaders and a tightened chokehold on the occupied territories -- has shaken Palestinian confidence in Israel’s commitment to the process.  Now, the resignation of Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) amid recriminations on all sides poses grave questions as to Palestinian, Israeli and American intentions.   

Despite these blows, the Road Map remains the best opportunity to find a way out of what has become an unsustainable and unendurable status quo.  For Americans, the Road Map has additional policy implications.  The Road Map’s success is key to U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East, with implications for ongoing U.S. efforts to stabilize Iraq and prosecute the global war on terror. The Road Map does not offer a magical solution or even a radical process.  Polls tell us that the vast majority of the people of the region understand and accept the concepts of an end to terror, an end to occupation, and an eventual two-state solution.  Both sides know what they need to do.  They now need the will and the leadership to do it.

There is too much at stake to let a few extremists scuttle the peace process.  Rather than bemoan the obstacles to peace, all parties - the United States, Israel, the Palestinians, our “Quartet” partners (the European Union, the United Nations, and Russia), and the Arab world – should redouble their commitment to the process.  Achieving an end to violence and crafting an agreement to secure a lasting peace will not come easily or it would have been achieved long ago.  However, there is no viable future in prospect without it, and we have ample evidence that simply leaving the two sides to their own devices is a formula for disaster.  After two years of ill-advised “disengagement,” the Bush Administration has commendably pushed the Road Map forward.  To again disengage in the face of current setbacks would be to hand extremist groups and the foes of peace the victory they seek.  We must rather take our commitment to the process and our diplomatic efforts to a higher level.
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