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Homelessness

Homelessness is a pervasive problem in our society, and one that more and more affects families with young children.  Many homeless families and individuals only need short term assistance to recover from the loss of a job or other emergency.  But in the past, a disproportionate share of our resources have been devoted to programs serving the chronically-homeless, those who experience repeated episodes of homeless over time.  Unfortunately, our efforts have not been successful in ending the cycle of homelessness for many of these individuals.

The good news is that a new approach to combating chronic homelessness promises to help turn things around.  With the help of the federal Interagency Council on Homelessness (ICH), state and local governments are putting together 10-year plans to end chronic homelessness that mesh a wide range of supportive services with permanent housing opportunities.  

I am a cosponsor of legislation that would help facilitate the coordination of housing and supportive services at the federal level.  The Samaritan Initiative Act, H.R. 4057, would authorize $70 million from the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for coordinated housing and supportive services for individuals and families experiencing chronic homelessness.  Although we will need to invest significantly more resources in this type of effort in order to achieve our goals, H.R. 4057 would represent a good start.

The Services for Ending Long-term Homelessness Act (SELHA), H.R. 4866, would authorize the establishment of a new program at HHS to provide supportive services to the chronically homeless. While no specific funding level is mentioned in the bill, a funding level of $45 million is being sought in FY 2005 by advocates of the bill.

As we bring the problem of chronic homelessness more under control and reduce the costs associated with chronic homelessness, we will also be able to devote more of our limited resources meeting the needs of those individuals and families facing short term homelessness.
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