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The Head Start Program

The Head Start program has a long tradition of delivering a wide variety of high quality services to foster the healthy development of low-income children.  This program works because it takes a comprehensive approach to early childhood development -- promoting the social, emotional, physical, and cognitive development of children.  Numerous studies indicate that every dollar spent on Head Start saves taxpayers $4 to $7 dollars in future education, criminal justice, and welfare expenses.  Over the course of its forty year history, Head Start has enjoyed bipartisan support and has been expanded to permit the annual enrollment of 900,000 children.

I am concerned that the changes offered by the Bush Administration and backed by the Republican congressional leadership threaten the future of this valuable program.  Legislation has been introduced, the School Readiness Act of 2003 (H.R. 2210), which would allow states to use their Head Start funds to operate preschool programs that do not provide all of Head Start's thirteen comprehensive services.  These programs would not be required to develop minimum education standards in the areas of school readiness, child-staff ratios, classroom size, or curriculum content, and they would not be subject to stringent oversight and evaluation requirements.

For these reasons, I voted against H.R. 2210 when it came before the full House on July 25, 2003.  However, H.R. 2210 passed by a vote of 217-216, and this legislation has now been sent to the Senate for consideration.  I am hopeful that the Senate will produce a better bill, including the elimination of the block grant approach, and I will be monitoring legislative action in this area closely.
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