October 13, 2004

The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Room 8-A204A

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

We write to express our concern regarding Sinclair Broadcasting Group, Inc.’s
plan to preempt regular programming on its affiliates in order to air a 90-minute anti-
Kerry attack before the November 2™ election.

We ask you to investigate the broadcasting of this anti-Kerry propaganda
immediately before a presidential election by a company with a history of using public
airwaves to broadcast its political positions and to determine if it is a proper use of public
airwaves or if it violates current fairness rules.

Sinclair Broadcasting owns 62 Fox, ABC, CBS, NBC, WB and UPN affiliates
which reach 24 percent of U.S. households. Its decision to blatantly use public airwaves
for political use, to attempt to cover-up that attack as “news programming,” and to
disingenuously invite Senator Kerry to a panel discussion to meet fairness rules would
seem to violate current law and regulation.

The American public, which owns the airwaves that Sinclair would use for its
partisan political purposes, expects the FCC to uphold the basic principle of fairness
which is at the root of our democracy and is the basis for the equal time rules that the -
FCC is mandated to enforce.

If Sinclair Broadcasting is allowed to proceed with this broadcast it is difficult to
understand how the equal time rules will not have been violated.

We urge you to investigate this matter without delay, and would appreciate an
immediate reply regarding your intentions to investigate these allegations.

Sincerely,
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