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The Vote on the Prescription Drug Benefit

The House vote that was taken in the early morning hours of November 22, 2003 indicates that many of my colleagues share my concerns about H.R. 1. In fact, the House Republican leadership was only able to pass final version of the bill by holding the 15-minute vote open for three hours.  It was the longest recorded vote in House history. 

The final vote was 220-215 in the House, and the Senate also passed the bill by a slim margin. The President signed the bill into law on December 8, 2003. 

Since this legislation does not go into effect until 2006, I am hopeful that there will be opportunities to improve coverage in the interim. Until that time, I will continue fighting to provide a meaningful prescription drug benefit to all Medicare beneficiaries. 

U.S. Representative David Price


4th District of North Carolina








