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The Situation in the Sudan

The government of Sudan must be held accountable for the atrocities that are being committed against the people of the Darfur region, and the United States must provide leadership in addressing the problem.  During the week of July 18, the House and Senate passed resolutions characterizing the violence in Darfur as genocide.  I, along with 115 other House members, cosponsored H. Con. Res. 467, the House resolution declaring genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan.  

 

In addition, I am a cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 403, which would condemn the Government of the Republic of the Sudan for its involvement in the attacks against innocent civilians in Darfur.  This bill would also urge the President to seek an official investigation by the United Nations to determine if crimes against humanity have been committed by the Government of Sudan.  The House passed H. Con. Res. 403 on May 17, 2004, and the bill now awaits action by the Senate.  

 

Secretary of State Colin Powell traveled to Sudan on June 29 to attempt to open access to humanitarian groups working in the Darfur region.  U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, whose trip to Sudan coincided with Powell's, said he would work with Powell and put pressure on the Sudanese government to halt the atrocities.  In the meantime, the United States has been airlifting relief supplies to the region.  In addition, the House recently approved $311 million in emergency assistance to Sudan as part of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 Foreign Operations Appropriations Act.  This funding is in addition to $95 million for Sudan contained in the recently enacted FY 2005 Defense Appropriations Act.

 

The UN Security Council gave the government of Sudan a deadline of August 30, 2004, to disarm the Janjaweed militia or face possible economic and diplomatic sanctions.  Unfortunately, the government has not disarmed the militias and, according to U.S. Ambassador to the UN John Danforth, has actually been involved in assisting them.  Because China, France and some other Security Council members do not favor actually imposing sanctions, it appears that the Council will not follow through with its threat at this time.  

In early September, Secretary of State Powell declared that genocide has occurred in Sudan.  On September 18, the United Nations Security Council passed a new resolution calling on the Sudan government to halt the violence in the country or face possible sanctions on government leaders and the country’s oil industry.  The resolution also established an international commission to determine if genocide has occurred in the country.  The United Nations is also proposing to expand the number of UN peacekeepers in the country to 5,000.

 

We must continue to work to end the crisis in Sudan and deliver humanitarian assistance to the people in the Darfur region as soon as possible.
U.S. Representative David Price
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