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Technology Issues

Home to both Research Triangle Park (RTP) and the Triangle’s prominent research universities, the Fourth District boasts one of the most vibrant and fastest-growing technology sectors in the country.  Many Triangle-area companies are at the forefront of information technology research, and are constantly developing innovative technologies that improve our daily lives and bring the world closer together.  Keeping up with the rapid pace of technological development, and determining the appropriate role of the federal government in promoting its growth, can be a difficult task for citizens and policy-makers alike.

In Congress, I have worked to promote technological innovation in a way that protects the interests of the American consumer.  As a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee for Veterans’ Affairs, Housing and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies (VA-HUD), which controls the budgets of federal research agencies such as the National Science Foundation (NSF) and National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), I have championed increased funding for technological research, development and education.  I also have supported the expansion of promising new technologies such as broadband Internet and digital television.

While the Internet and other new technologies have afforded us the once-unthinkable ability to communicate and share information worldwide at the touch of a button, it has also created a new and complex range of issues that Congress must address in order to protect the rights of consumers, including intellectual property rights and the right to individual privacy.  I supported the successful creation of a national Do-Not-Call Registry when it came before the House of Representatives last year, and voted in favor of the landmark “CAN-SPAM” act.  However, I believe Congress must do more to address cutting-edge technology issues such as e-mail “spam,” computer “spyware,” and wireless telephone privacy. 

Consumer Information on “spam,” online privacy, and more.

Join the National Do Not Call list.

Click here to read a report by the Congressional Research Service on an “a-la-carte” cable programming option.
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