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TPA and Other Trade Agreements

Legislation granting the President trade promotion authority (TPA) was approved by Congress in 2002.  TPA allows the President to negotiate trade agreements and present them to Congress for up or down votes.  Although I have supported granting TPA to the executive branch in the past, I opposed the 2002 TPA bill because it contained insufficient guidelines in some areas, particularly labor rights and environmental protections.

My position on an individual Federal Trade Agreement depends entirely on the agreement’s contents, including its projected impact on the Triangle, on North Carolina, on the rest of the country, and on our trading partners.  I also carefully consider the approach an FTA takes on labor, environmental, investment, and various sectoral issues.

The next trade agreement to be considered by Congress, likely sometime next year, is the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA).  Although I am continuing to evaluate various aspects of that FTA, I remain concerned that the Bush Administration did not take enough steps to ensure that the agreement will move the Central American countries forward in the area of labor law enforcement.

The current round of multilateral free trade negotiations, conducted through the World Trade Organization, is still in its early stages.  While these negotiations will not be concluded by the original January 1, 2005, deadline, the agreement reached in July on a framework for continued negotiations indicates that a final agreement could be forthcoming sometime next year.  I will be closely monitoring developments related to those negotiations.
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