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Summary of FY05 House Cuts to DHS, CJS

 And First Responder Grant Programs

When cuts to police and firefighters are combined, the Administration and Republican House leadership will have reduced funding for first responders in this country by $1.23 billion this year!
Cuts in Federal Support for Police

The House Department of Homeland Security (DHS) FY05 Appropriations bill would cut the State Homeland Security Grant program by almost 30% (from $1.7 billion to $1.25 billion).  At the same time, it would increase funding for the Urban Area Security Initiatives (UASI) by $279 million.  The Administration is reducing over all funding for first responders.  This is not good for any region of America, but our rural and small to medium cities are especially hurt because the Bush Administration has been taking funds that had previously been used to help small and medium cities and rural areas prepare and respond to natural disaster and using those funds to help off-set its cuts in counter-terror funding in larger cities. 

The House Commerce, Justice, State (CJS) FY05 Appropriations bill would cut COPS grants, one of the most successful federal grant programs for local police, by 85% to only $113 million.  Justice Assistance Grants, which combine Byrne and Local Law Enforcement Block Grants (LLEG) are only funded at 70% of the level that Byrne and LLEB were in FY04.   Together COPs, Byrne, and LLEG would be cut by 55% ($1.64 billion to $747 million) in the FY05 CJS bill.

When you combine the cuts in First Responder DHS grants with the cuts to COPs, Byrne, and LLEB, total homeland security-related funding for our nation's police force will decrease by 30% in FY05.  And the cuts in overall funding for police in small and medium sized cities--those who are perhaps most in need--will be 40%.  The President had proposed an over all decrease in funding of 33% with a 50% cut in funding to small and medium cities.

Cuts in Federal Support for Firefighters
The President’s budget proposed reductions in funding for FIRE Act grants by 1/3 (or $249 million) and provided no funding for the SAFER program that was enacted by Congress last year to help our chronically understaffed fire departments.

The House did not do much better.  It cut Fire Grants by $146 million (20%) and provided $50M in funding for the SAFER program.

A recent FEMA study entitled, “A Needs Assessment of the U.S. Fire Service” showed that over 2/3 of fire departments in this country operate with staffing levels that do not meet the minimum safe staffing levels required by OSHA and the National Fire Protection Association.  

Many fire departments in North Carolina don’t even have sealed doors to their living quarters, so every time they back their diesel trucks into the garage, the fumes are pumped into their living areas.   

U.S. Representative David Price


4th District of North Carolina








