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Housing Choice Voucher Program

The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program (HCVP) is one of the most effective programs available for helping families find decent, affordable rental housing.  A 2002 report by the U.S. Government Accountability Office concluded that the HCVP was the most cost-effective federal housing program the report examined. 

Only a few years ago, Congress was routinely providing tens of thousands of new vouchers to housing authorities each year.  Now housing authorities are faced with funding cuts that will force them to make tough choices about which families and how many families they can assist.

The Bush Administration has proposed replacing the HCVP with a new Flexible Voucher Program (FVP), a block grant program in which housing authorities would receive a set amount of funding each year, adjusted from the previous year only by an inflation factor, without any regard to real changes in housing costs or the need to assist more families.  To make matters worse, HUD proposed a $1.6 billion reduction in funding for Section 8 for the first year of the FVP below what would be needed to maintain services under the current program. 

Because the cost of a voucher varies along with changes in local rental costs, changes in the cost of utilities, and changes in tenant incomes, it is highly unlikely that an inflation factor would adequately account for the actual costs faced by housing authorities.  As a result, housing authorities could be forced to require tenants to pay more of their limited incomes in rent, to assist fewer families overall, or to favor assisting families with higher incomes that can afford to pay more of their own rent.  Any of these options or combination thereof would result in a reduced federal role in making affordable housing available to families in need, with real consequences for the most vulnerable among us.   

Fortunately, the House Appropriations Subcommittee with jurisdiction over HUD funding, on which I serve, has not agreed to the FVP or the funding reduction proposed by the Bush Administration for the HCVP.  I will be doing all I can to prevent further changes to the program and funding reductions that harm low-income families in the final version of the HUD funding bill.
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