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Issues Related to Teachers

The Teaching Fellows Act

I have introduced legislation H.R. 1805, the Teaching Fellows Act, that would create two federal programs, both modeled after North Carolina initiatives, to encourage our best and brightest students to enter and remain in the field of teaching by offering them scholarships as well as professional development and mentoring assistance.  One program would offer fellowships and intensive training for students coming out of high school, while another would encourage community college students in training as teacher aides to obtain four-year degrees and certifications to teach.  I have been working with my colleagues on the Education and Workforce Committee to incorporate this proposal into the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.

Teacher Tax Relief Act

According to a study by the research firm Quality Education Data, a division of Scholastic, elementary school teachers spend more than $1 billion a year on classroom supplies.  The average elementary educator contributes $521 annually, with first-year teachers spending over $700 a year for classroom supplies.  As you know, the economic stimulus package signed into law by President Bush on March 9, 2002, offers school teachers a $250 deduction for qualified "out of pocket" educational expenses such as books and other supplies.  I agree that we need to do more for educators like yourself who make these financial sacrifices in order to ensure our nation's children receive a quality education.

I am a cosponsor of legislation, H.R. 785 (the Teacher Tax Relief Act of 2003), that would increase from $250 to $400 and make permanent the current two-year tax deduction for educators' out-of-pocket classroom supply expenses.  It would also extend the tax deduction to cover out-of-pocket professional development expenses.

Teacher Tax Credit Act

Often times low income neighborhoods have the hardest time recruiting and retaining talented teachers, despite the fact that these children need the most help.  For that reason, I have cosponsored H.R. 1643, the Teacher Tax Credit Act, which will help Title I schools keep their most important resource by providing an annual credit of up to $2,000 to public kindergarten, elementary, and secondary school teachers, instructors, counselors, aides, and principals.
U.S. Representative David Price


4th District of North Carolina








