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Higher Education
The increasing cost of college tuition has become a concern for nearly every student seeking higher education.  The grant-to-loan ratio has tilted too far toward loans, resulting in unwieldy debt for students upon graduation.  It is clear that we must address the issue of college affordability as we reauthorize the Higher Education Act (HEA) during the 108th Congress
Up to this point, the House has chosen to consider each of the seven titles of the HEA individually, and last year we passed legislation reauthorizing Titles II, VI, and VII.  However, I understand that the remaining titles will all be considered together, including the student aid programs authorized under Title IV, which are the heart of the HEA.  Given that the Senate has yet to begin the same process, I am skeptical that we will be able to complete reauthorization before the end of the 108th Congress.  As we continue to consider changes to the HEA, I will be working to make college affordable and accessible for everyone. 

In the meantime, Congress is working on the FY 2005 appropriations bills.  As you may already be aware, the House Appropriations Committee has approved its version of the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education (LHHS) Appropriations bill.  This bill would provide $12.8 billion for Pell Grants but maintain the maximum award at $4,050.  In addition, $794 million is included for Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOG), $1 billion for Work Study, $318 million for GEAR-UP, and $843 million for TRIO.  These appropriations are either equal to or slightly greater than the President's FY 2005 budget request and the FY 2004 funding levels for these programs.  As the LHHS Appropriations bill moves forward, I will be pushing to expand these student aid programs.
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